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When I was born, I was just a small stump with four smaller stumps attached to it.

I guess they were called "arms and legs"... my parents were both from Macau and god knows how
they met, they got married and happily settled in Hong Kong. Some short years after their
marriage, they gave birth to me - their first stump. In two years after their first, they gave birth to

the second and then the third.

The earliest memories I have for my childhood was as little as three or four years old. I remember
my grandma (my mum's mum) used to take care of my younger sister and me in Macau, while my
parents were working in Hong Kong. My grandma was a wonderful wonderful lady and she kept
lots of animals in her house. Dogs, cats and budgies just to name a few! She used to walk us to and
from school every day. It was like holidays, every day, all through my kindergarten life with her! As
I was old enough to attend primary school, I had to return to Hong Kong for primary tuition so it
was sad to leave my grandma and everything in Macau - it was the first time to feel "cruelty” in

such a young life...

My childhood was full of wonders because I was living in my own fantasy world fantasizing
vampires, zombies, UFOs, the noch ness monsters and the list went on... I guess that made me one
of those odd ones in the class who didn't relate to the rest. But because of that, I was the gifted one
who excelled in art lessons. Most of the work I created in primary school, classmates copied. That's
quite alright I thought, because I knew I was always ahead of them! I still remember my very first
project that was quite "pioneering" at the time was adding light bulbs to the front of the paper
vehicle I made, to create an explosion - a scene from a traffic collusion. Back in early 80's when we
were no more than ten years old, no one in the class would have thought of adding lights to paper

sculpture. So when my artwork lit up in the class, so did the eyes of all my classmates!

My real "breakthrough" came when my mum took me to see STAR WARS in the mid-eighties. The
characters, the visuals and the sound struck me like lightning! Why was it a breakthrough for me in
such young life? Because it was the first event that had actually got me started thinking of my own

future, to purse a career in the world of movie-making!

Well, it didn't matter whether if I had achieved a career in move-making or not... the rest of my life
was history after the last paragraph I wrote but I will NEVER forget my happy childhood who was

shared among my grandma, my parents and a few special ones in my heart!

By the way, let me introduce everyone (clockwise) starting from me - [ was the one crouching down
in the middle of the photo, my youngest uncle, my youngest brother, my grandma, my parents, my
elder uncle, my grandpa sitting down and my sister. This photo was taken in Macau in Chinese

New Year and I guess I was six years old (?)

Alex Garcia
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